Beginner Level

Hebrew Podcasts
Lesson 1 - Introduction

Hello and welcome to Hebrew Podcasts. Today’s podcast is our
first lesson. In this lesson you'll learn spoken Hebrew by listening to
a dialog and a discussion of vocabulary, grammar, and idioms.

With each podcast there’s a lesson guide where you can read the
transcript, see the full translation, get additional information, and do
a few exercises to reinforce the lesson. You can download the
lesson guide from our web site at http://hebrewpodcasts.com.

In this first beginner-level lesson we’ll meet Rina. She’ll help us
practice some greetings and learn some new words.

Let’s begin.

Hello Rina! nan nitw
Sha-lom Ri-na!

217w nn .27 DY
Sha-lom Da-ni. Ma shlom-ha?
?2In17Y an .ATIN T
Né-hé-dar, to-da. Ma shlo-méh?
All right. inaToa
Bé-sé-dér ga-moor.

Hello Danny. How are you?

Great, thank you. How are you?

| greeted Rina by saying ni'7w. This is the most common greeting in
Hebrew and it can mean either hello or goodbye.

Hello Rinal! han niw
Sha-lom Ri-nal

The word, ni?w, can also mean peace or well being. We see it used
next when Rina asks me “How are you?”

How are you? ? 17w an
Ma shlom-ha?

In Hebrew, ni7w is a single-word combination of the words:
17w nitw. This is what we say to a male person. anihw is a
combination of the words: 77w ni7w, which is what we say to a
female person.

Let's practice:
?3n17¥ an .0 DY
Sha-lom Ri-na. Ma shlo-méh?
?niw an .27 DY
Sha-lom Da-ni. Ma shlom-ha?

Hello Rina. How are you?

Hello Danny. How are you?

| answered you, Rina, with nTin ,aTh1. Great, thank you.
Rina, if | wanted to say ‘thank you very much!’ | would say:
To-da ra-ba man nTin
When | asked you how you are, Rina, you said:
Bé-sé-dér ga-moor 1A 1102

That means all right. 2102 means all right, "ina 2102 emphasizes
that it's completely all right.

Let’s listen to this short dialog again. This time we’ll pause after
each line so that you can practice by repeating out loud:

Transcription

We'll use transcription in our lesson
guides to help you read new Hebrew
words. You should read the transcription
as if it was English. We'll use hyphens to
help the pronunciation. We'll use é and a
to better approximate the Hebrew sounds.
You should pronounce those as you
would in French. Are you familiar with the
expression déja vu, or the word résumé?
If so, then you should pronounce these
two accents accordingly. Otherwise,
pronounce é like the e in let and
pronounce a like the a in bark or the u
in up.

Finally we'll use h (the letter h with an
underscore) to denote the sound of the
letter Het (n) or the loose version of the
letter Kaf (2). You should refer to lesson 2
to hear this sound.

You'll see transcription in green. Here are
a couple of examples:

Sha-lom ni7y
Bé-sé-dér ga-moor 22 1Toa
Right-to-left
Hebrew is written right-to-left, line by line
going down the page.

In our English text, if we include some
Hebrew words, then read the text as you
would read any English text, but when you
get to the Hebrew words, then read them
from right to the left. For example, follow
the arrows:

Eina said 1!m 11os\¥pich means “all
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Hello Rina! nan nitw
Sha-lom Ri-na!

?9ni7w nn .71 DY
Sha-lom Da-ni. Ma shlom-ha?
?2In17Y an .aTIN T
Né-hé-dar, to-da. Ma shlo-méh?
All right. Aina1Toa
Bé-sé-dér ga-moor.

Hello Danny. How are you?

Great, thank you. How are you?

Okay, now suppose | wanted to introduce myself to you Rina. |
would say:

Hello, 'm Danny. .07 AN ,DI7Y
Sha-lom, a-ni da-ni.

This means, hello, I'm Danny. Rina, you would then respond with:

.MM X ITIkn o)
Na-im mé-od! a-ni Ri-na.

Pleased to meet you! I'm Rina.

TIXN D1 is an expression that means ‘Pleased to meet you!'.
Literally, it means ‘very pleasant’. That’s a very useful expression.

Pleased to meet you! ITixn D'v2
Na-im mé-od!

Next, I'm going to ask Rina if she goes to school.

2990 N7 NdY7In NX ,mN
Ri-na, at ho-1é-hét lé-véit sé-fér?

Rina, do you go to school?

Nikkud T

Hebrew vowel marks, or nikkud, are
useful for beginner readers. They tell you
how to pronounce and let you distinguish
between words that are otherwise spelled
the same. For example, without nikkud,
the word 17w is written identically in its
masculine ani7w and feminine ni'7w
forms.

Experienced readers, however, don't rely
on nikkud. They read whole words rather
than phonetically and they can resolve
ambiguity from the context. Modern
Hebrew books, newspapers and web sites
do not provide nikkud.

In our lessons guides we will have
Hebrew text typed without nikkud.

You can read more about nikkud on
Wikipedia.

How are you...?

In Hebrew, a question is often formed simply by the way we How are you? ?qn17w an
emphasize and without changing word order. For example, the How do you do? Ma shlom-ha?
statement: you go, is n3'21n nx and when we turn it into a question: How are you? 2unva nn
do you go? It simply becomes ?nd71n nx What's up? Ma nish-ma?
Finally, "@0 n1, school, is composed of two words, 190 n1. How are you feeling? ?wann N
= \_ \ 5 \ 7
190 means a book, and 190 n1 literally means book house. Eyh ha-mar:gash’
What's new? ?wTn Nn
190 N2 means fo school. Ma ha-dash?
Rina, let’s listen to your answer
Yes. | go to the school Kidmah. .ANT'P 1900 N7 NdY7IA X D
Kén, a-ni ho-1é-hét lé-véit ha-sé-fér kid-ma.

You said yes, you go to the school named Kidmah.
In my question, we heard 190 n"4, to school, but when Rina
answered, we heard 1@0n nt1Y, to the school.
nd7In, that's a verb that means go. In Hebrew, verb forms change
based on the gender and plurality of the subject. In our case, the
subject is Rina.
nd7ia is therefore the feminine form of the verb to go.
Let’s consider some variations.
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If Avi, a man, wanted to say ‘l go to school’, he would say...
1900 N1 V1710 X
A-ni ho-léh I&-véit ha-sé-fér

Rina, if you and Noa, two girls, wanted to say ‘we go to the city’,
you would say...

2'W7 NYIA NNIX
A-nah-noo hol-hot I3-ir
Let’'s hear my question and Rina’s answer again.
2990 N7 Nd7In IR ,mMN
Ri-na, at ho-lé-hét [é-véit sé-fér?
.ANT'? 190N N7 Nd7IN "IX LD
Kén, a-ni ho-1é-hét Ié-véit ha-sé-fér kid-ma.

Rina, do you go to school?

Yes. | go to the school Kidmah.

So, Rina, please tell us about your Hebrew Teacher, nmay7 nnma.

.N"MAYY7 NINN DX NANIK IR
A-ni 0-hé-vét ét ha-mo-ra lé-iv-rit.

| love the Hebrew teacher.

Rina loves her Hebrew teacher. We hear nanix, which is the
feminine form of the verb to love.

nnay is Hebrew. nmay? means of Hebrew — the teacher of
Hebrew.

Let's try some variations

Rina, if you were speaking about a male English teacher, then you
would say...

n"721x7 nnn
Ha-mo-ré lé-an-glit

The English Teacher

And to speak about both teachers ‘my teachers’, you would say...

my teachers 7w DN
Ha-mo-rim shé-li

Okay, Rina, tell us more about your Hebrew teacher:

She is a new teacher NYWTN NN XN
Hee mo-ra ha-da-sha
from Tel-Aviv. 2N 1nn
mi-tél a-viv.

TINA NTAN X'

Hee néh-ma-da mé-od

NN'R NPNYN X'l

vé-hee mé-sa-hé-két ee-ta-noo
.D'Y N NI

vé-sha-ra ee-ta-noo shi-rim.

She is very nice
and she plays with us

and sings songs with us.

Okay, we heard quite a bit here. Let's examine what we heard:
Rina, you said that your Hebrew teacher is new

Yes. She is a new teacher. .NYTN DM XN LD

Kén. Hee mo-ra ha-da-sha.

Present Tense

to go noY7
La-lé-hét

Ilyoulhe go/goes NIn/nnx/mx
(male singular) LIS 70
A-ni/A-ta/Hoo ho-1éh

Ilyou/she go/goes N'n/nn/x
(female singular) nd7In
A-ni/At/Hee ho-lé-hét

we/you/they go on/Dnx/nnax
(male plural) o710
A-nah-noo/A-tém/Hém hol-him
welyou/they go In/Inx/mnix
(female plural) nn7In

A-nah-noo/A-tén/Hén hol-hot

2N n'7 on72In T
Da-ni vé-ri-na hol-him lé-tél a-viv
Danny and Rina go to Tel Aviv
(Danny and Rina are going to Tel Aviv)

Present Tense

to love AINXY
Lé-é-hov

Ilyou/he love/loves Xin/nnx/ax
(male singular) sl aNIX
A-ni/A-ta/Hoo o-hév

Ilyou/she lovelloves X'n/nN/MN
(female singular) 151 NIANIX
A-ni/At/Hee o-hé-vét

welyou/they love on/nnx/nnax
(male plural) D"NIN
A-nah-noo/A-tém/Hém o-ha-vim

welyou/they love In/Inx/mnax
(female plural) ) NIRNIX
A-nah-noo/A-tén/Hén o-ha-vot
2'YY7 20N 2T
Da-ni 0-hév la-shir

Danny loves to sing
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nwTn is the feminine singular form of the Hebrew adjective wn. If
you were talking about your teachers—in plural—you would say...

New teachers D'YTN DN

Mo-rim ha-da-shim
Rina’s teacher is from Tel-Aviv. Let’s listen to that again in the
dialog:

.2'aN NN AYTh NN X'
Hee mo-ra ha-da-sha mi-tél a-viv.

She is a new teacher from Tel-Aviv.

Hebrew uses prefixes like 7 in n"ayy, or n in arax 'nn. Those
prefixes are the prepositions of, and from, respectively.

Next Rina told us that her teacher is very nice. She is very nice is

TINN NTAN X'D
Hee néh-ma-da mé-od

She is very nice

She is very nice and she plays with us. Let’s listen to how Rina said
that:

NN NFNYN X'l TIKN 2TAN X'
Hee néh-ma-da mé-od vé-hee mé-sa-hé-két ee-ta-noo

Let’s hear that again

N'N NENYN X'l TIND QTN X'
Hee néh-ma-da mé-od vé-hee mé-sa-hé-két ee-ta-noo

Rina’s new teacher also sings with the kids. So Rina,

?7'w7 NaNIXK NX
At 0-hé-vét la-shir?
Yes, it’s nice. .Tan Nt |2
Kén. Zé néh-mad.
WY NTNI7 AR

A-ni lo-mé-dét la-shir
.N21N 7w DY
shi-rim shél ha-noo-ka.
Like for example 2un md
Kmo Ié-ma-shal
LAWY TIVR
“ma-oz tsoor yé-shoo-a-ti...”

Do you like to sing?

I’'m learning to sing

Hanukkah songs.

“Ma'oz Tzur Y'shu'ati...”

To sing, 2'wh, is nice, Tam ar.
So Rina, what song are you learning now for Hanukkah?

'Y NI X
A-ni lo-mé-dét 1a-shir
. NYIYL X TIYN"
“ma-oz tsoor yé-shoo-a-ti...”

I’'m learning to sing

“Ma'oz Tzur Y'shu'ati...”

nTniy, that's another verb in its feminine singular present tense,
just like n>21n and njnwn.

Before we conclude our lesson, let’s listen again to the entire
dialog. We'll pause after each line for you to repeat it out loud.

Present Tense

to play Nyl
Lé-sa-hék

Ilyoulhe play/plays NIn/nnx/mx
(male singular) nun
A-ni/A-ta/lHoo mé-sa-hék

Ilyoulshe play/plays N'n/nn/x
(female singular) npnun

A-ni/AtiHee mé-sa-hé-két

we/you/they play on/Dnx/nnax
(male plural) D'7NYN

A-nah-noo/A-tém/Hém mé-sah-kim
we/you/they play In/IMx/nnx
(female plural) nignNYn

A-nah-noo/A-tén/Hén mé-sah-kot

A90N N2 NIFNYN NIT7A

Ha-yé-la-dot mé-sah-kot bé-béit ha-sé-fér
The girls play at school
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Ina ni7y

?3ni7¢ nn .7 DiY
?9Mi72¢ an .aTiR TN
.11Nn3 1702

77920 nny nd%in nx AN
nTIn X 2

0T 1900 N7
NN K

JM2Y7 Minn NX
YT Min X'

212K 7N

TR NTANY R'D

NRR NENYNR XD

DY NRK NYI

¢ nanin DX

ST Nt L2

Y7 NI K

N210 7Y DY

7¢n7 in3

Smyig Ay Tivn.L"

That's it for today. In our next lesson we’ll meet Noa and we'll
review the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet.

Until then

Inixann1 nitw

Adjective
Nice T™mnl
Néh-mad
| am/you are/he is NIn/nnx/mx
nice (m. singular) ™Tm
A-ni/A-ta/Hoo néh-mad
| am/you are/she is N'a/nr/MN
nice (f. singular) nTnna

A-ni/At/Hee néh-ma-da

we are/you are/they on/nnx/nnx
are nice (m. plural) DTN
A-nah-noo/A-tém/Hém néh-ma-dim

we are/you are/they In/Inx/nnax
are nice (f. plural) niTmm
A-nah-noo/A-tén/Hén néh-ma-dot
D'TAN1 DN
Mo-rim néh-ma-dim

Nice teachers
NITAN NNIN
Mo-rot néh-ma-dot

Nice teachers (referring to a group of all-
female teachers)

Hanukkah nonn

Hanukkah, the Festival of Lights,
celebrates the re-kindling of the Temple
menorah at the time of the Maccabee
rebellion. It is an eight-day Jewish holiday
beginning on the 25th day of the month of
Kislev, which may fall anytime from late
November to late December.
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This lesson’s vocabulary

you (fem.)
Kidmah school
schoo

alright

Danny

she

and

it

new (fem.)
Hanukkah
like

yes

learning (fem.)
for example

to sing

from

very

how are you
teacher
Hebrew teacher
play (fem.)
great

nice

nice (fem.)
Rina

songs

hello

sings (fem.)
thank you
Tel-Aviv

nX

nnT'R 190N N"'A
1950 N

qINa Y TOod

nT

N'n

nvUTn
nonn
mnd

P

nTiY?
2un"
Uy

.n

TINN
ni7v an
nm
nMay? nn
npnun
1T
TN
nTnm
M
D'y
Di7v
hR1J]
nTIN

anax'm
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Lesson 1 — Exercises

Match each sentence with its Hebrew translation. Then draw a line to connect them.
| am going to school NIINN DX NANIX X
A-ni 0-hé-vét ét ha-mo-ra

| love the teacher Y7 NI X
A-ni lo-mé-dét 1a-shir

The teacher is nice 190 N1A7 Nd7IN N
A-ni ho-lé-hét 1&-véit sé-fér

| am learning to sing NN'R NPNYN Nmn
Ha-mo-ra mé-sa-hé-két ee-ta-noo

The teacher plays with us NN MmN
Ha-mo-ra néh-ma-da

Select the correct form of the verb and write it in the space. Pay attention to gender and

plurality.

1. Ri-nd |é-véit sé-fér. .1%0 N b Lo |
Hol-him 0710 (X
Ho-1éh 10 (2
Ho-Ié-hét nd7n (a

2. Hoo ét ha-mo-ra. .NInn NX NIn .2
O-hév aniIx (X
O-ha-vim DRNIN (2
0-ha-vot NIRAIX (2

3. Ha-mo-rim . . o"mn .3
Néh-mad T™Tnm (x
Néh-ma-dim o'Tnn (2
Néh-ma-da nTam (a

4. A-nah-noo . . nnax .4
Mé-sa-he-két ngnwn (X
Mé-sa-hék 7nwn (2
Mé-sah-kim D'7nwn (2

5. Hém shi-rim shél ha-noo-ka. .nn W o nn.5
La-mad ™Y (X
Lom-dim o'ni? (2
Lo-mé-dét nTai? (a

© Both the podcast and this accompanying lesson guide are copyrighted material. All rights reserved. You may not distribute
these materials without permission from the copyright owner.
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