Beginner Level

Hebrew Podcasts
Lesson 2 - Alphabet

Hello, and welcome to Lesson 2 of Hebrew Podcasts.

In this beginner-level lesson we’ll review the twenty-two letters of
the Hebrew alphabet. We’'ll say the name of each letter and hear a
word or two that begin with that letter. We'll then discuss
pronunciation.

Here to help us is Noa.

Hello Noa. .nyi1 ity
Sha-lom no-a
Hello. Ini7w

Noa, let’s begin with the first letter of the alphabet...

Alef (A-l&f) 998 X

This letter, 07x, is one of a few letters in Hebrew that can serve as
either a consonant or a vowel. Hebrew uses accents called Nikkud
rather than vowel letters to indicate the sound. There are five basic
sounds in Hebrew: x (A), x (E), x (EE), x (O), and x (OO).

We should mention that in modern Hebrew writing, the Nikkud is
simply omitted. You'll need to read whole words and remember
how to pronounce them.

So 9x is mostly used as a consonant. Let’'s see an example...
A lion Ar-yé OTan

That’s a lion — n'ax. The x sound comes from the throat. It sounds
like the u in up, but a bit more from the throat.

Noa, what’s the second letter in Hebrew?

Bet (Bét) na :

The letter n'a has an interesting quality. It has two possible sounds.
The first is a stressed sound that’s similar to the letter B, and the
second is a loose sound similar to the letter V. Let’'s see an
example of the former...

A duck Bar-vaz ™a

That’s a duck — tina. We hear the B sound in 1ina. For an example
of the V sound of na you may remember that in our previous
lesson we learned the word nanix, which means ‘loves’. You can
here the V sound in manix.

Gimel (Gi-mél) 'mn 2
The letter ' is pronounced like G in go. Let's see an example...
A camel Ga-mal '‘ma

A camel is 'ma. This letter also has an interesting feature. When
there’s an apostrophe on the letter ‘1, it's pronounced like G in
George. Old Hebrew doesn’t have this sound. In modern Hebrew
we use an apostrophe on the letter 'n:a to make this sound. This is
useful for spelling words borrowed from other languages.

Transcription

We'll use transcription in our lesson
guides to help you read new Hebrew
words. You should read the transcription
as if it was English. We'll use hyphens to
help the pronunciation. We'll use € and a
to better approximate the Hebrew sounds.
You should pronounce those as you
would in French. Are you familiar with the
expression déja vu, or the word résumé?
If so, then you should pronounce these
two accents accordingly. Otherwise,
pronounce é like the e in let and
pronounce a like the a in bark or the u
in up.

Finally we'll use h (the letter h with an
underscore) to denote the sound of the
letter Het (n) or the loose version of the
letter Kaf (2). You should refer to lesson 2
to hear this sound.

The Hebrew Alphabet

Hebrew letters look quite different than
English, some of their sounds are not
found in English, and they are written from
right to left, nevertheless, the two
alphabets are not as different as it first
appears.

For starters, even the word alphabet is
similar to the Hebrew m'ao'7x. Alphabet
originates from the first two letters in
Hebrew, q'7x and n'a, as well as the
Greek alpha and beta.

Consider the following 12 consonants.
They are in the same order in Hebrew as
their equivalent sounding letters in
English.
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Dalet (Da-lét) n'77 -r Letters as Numbers

The letter n71 sounds like the letter D. Let’'s see an example. Since Hebrew letters can also be used as

we’re using animals as examples, the word for a bear is... numbers, with x being 1, 2 being 2, and a
‘ being 3. For example, ‘a ni* means

A bear Dov a7 Tuesday, which is the third day of the

week. "I oi* is Friday. (Saturday however

Okay, moving on... is special, it's naw o)

. The following table shows the value of
Rl Ny n each letter. Numbers are written by
The letter xn sounds like H in English. At the end of a word, the stringing letters so that their values add
letter xn can be silent. Like &, Xn can also function as a vowel, up to the number.
often at the end of a word. For example, the second xn in the word
nanx, which means love, serves as a vowel, and we don’t hear any X[2|A|T(N[1|T|N|O
H sound. 112|3|4|5|6|7|8(9

Noa, what animal begins with xn?
112|%|n ]|0 V(io|x

alhipE Ll 0sRealell BYIfIS 10}20[30}4050/60[70[0]90
nvIvIo' as you probably guessed means a hippo.

The letter xn has an important use. It's used for the definite article. Plajwn

It has a name in Hebrew. It's called ny*1'a xa. It is not a separate 100[200[300}400
\fml)Ird IlkeL t?e I- Inlftetad ]:t s attacheld a.s a prefix to the word that For example, 2™ is 33 because 7 is 30
oflows. Let's look at a lew examples: and ais 3 (30+3=33). The double quotes
-AT1,'7030 ,720 ,NNND " does not count. It's usually used to
Ha-ar-yé, ha-bar-vaz, ha-ga-mal, vé-ha-dov denote an abbreviation.

This means the lion, the duck, the camel, and the bear,

respectively.

Next, we come to the sixth letter which is... Terminal Letters

NI'sio NI'NIX

Vav (Vav) I 1 O-ti-yot so-fi-yot
1 is often used as a vowel. It can sound like O. For example, in the There are five Hebrew letters that are
word NI It can also sound like the dquble Oin bpok. For written differently when they are at the
example, in the word 1Wma that we heard in our previous lesson end of a word. These are:

when Rina said 1ma 17102,

11 can also be used as a consonant and sound like the letter V. Noa, i n'sio 9O

let’'s hear an example of a word like that. How do you say a virus? Shlom-ha Kaf so-fit 1

A virus Vi-roos o D7y Mn'oi0 DN

Sha-lom  Mém so-fit
o'l means a virus. This word is obviously borrowed from another
language. Hebrew is an ancient language that has been revived
around the end of the nineteenth century. Therefore, words like

Ixm  7'OI0 |
Mé-tsoo-yan ~ Noon so-fit

virus, atom, and telephone were brought into Hebrew from other Qv  N'DI0 X9
languages. Yan-shoof Pé so-fit
The letter 1 has another function. Because Hebrew does not have a YV M'oIo X
letter that sounds like W, it uses two consecutive 11 to make this Ets Tsa-di so-fit Y
sound. For example the word a'7n which means a wallaby. This
usage is typically for words that were borrowed from another YV means a tree or wood.
language.
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Okay Noa, what’s next?

Zayin (Za-yin) I'T T
The letter 't sounds like Z. Now, how about an example?
Afly Z-voov anr

A fly is anar. So 't sounds like Z, except when there’s an
apostrophe on the letter |'1. In that case, it is pronounced like the
letter J in French. For example in the French name 'mi'r.

Noa, let’s spell the word aiar.

2T .NRALILN T
Za-yin, Bét, vav, bét. z-voov.

Okay, let's go on.

Now that’s a hard one to pronounce. Let’s hear that again...
Het Het nn

n'n really doesn’t have an equivalent sound in English. It sounds
similar to J in Spanish like in the name José. n'n is pronounced
from the throat, like the sound made when you're clearing your
throat.

Okay Noa, let’s do a couple of examples with n'n.

A pig Ha-zir a'TN
That means a pig —'7n. And...

A donkey Ha-mor ainn

A donkey is "\mn. This word, 1mn, is also used for name calling,
meaning an idiot, and it's a rather mild expletive.

Let's go on...

Tet (Tét) n U
The letter n'v sounds like the letter T. For example...

A tuna Too-na nML
ML mean tuna as in tuna fish. Noa, let’s spell nao.

.N2I0 .ND L[ L1, DY
Tét, vav, noon, héy. Too-na

Okay Noa, what'’s the next letter?

2
Yud (Yood) T

When used as a consonant, Ti* sounds like the letter Y. When used
as a vowel, Tir sounds like | in pig. Let’'s see an example of 1i* as a
consonant.

Examples
Din 2T
Dov hoom
Brown bear
A'TNAl inNN
Ha-ha-mor vé-ha-ha-zir
The donkey and the pig
AMOL AT
Dag too-na
Tuna fish
o'y Qv

Yan-shoof éts-im
Long-eared owl (literally trees owl)

Stressed and Loose

There are six letters in Hebrew that can
be “stressed”, but in modern Hebrew you
can only hear the difference with three of
these letters: .x9 ,q2 ,na

When a word begins with one of these
letters, then the letter is always stressed.

When a word ends with one of these
letters, then the letter is never stressed.

Hebrew Dictionary Look Up

When you look up Hebrew words in the
dictionary, remember to strip any prefixes.

Examples:

Instead of Look up
ao0a (the book) 190 (book)
nNi (and me) X (me)

nNaw (that came) nxa (came)
Ay (to the city) 1w (city)
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An owl Yan-shoof QY

An owl is qiwat. Another word that begins with Ti* is %' which
means a child. Next we come to another interesting letter...

Kaf (Kaf) 92 :

Like we saw before with the letter nra, the letter q> has also two
possible sounds. A stressed sound similar to K—for example, a2,
a dog—and a loose sound similar to the Hebrew letter n'n. In our
previous lesson we saw an example of the soft sounding 9> in the
word a7,

Another interesting feature of the letter qa is that it is written
differently at the end of a word. It's called n'oio q3.

Let's see a couple of examples of animals that begin with 3. The
first, | just mentioned:

A dog Keé-lév Ry b)
17> — that’s a dog. And another example...

A shark Ka-rish wUnd
That’s a shark — wn.

Ready for the next letter?

Lamed (La-méd) ™Y I’
TnY sounds like the letter L. Any animal beginning with T'??

A lizard Lé-ta-a nxLvY
A lizard is nxv". Noa, let’s spell nxo".

NNV XD 97X N0, TR
La-med, Tét, a-léf, héy. Le-ta-a.

Let’s continue.

Mem (Mém) on n
on sounds like the letter M. And how do you say fossil in Hebrew?
A fossil Mé-oo-ban 12Xn

A fossil is jaixn. The word is derived from Jax, a word that means
rock, because |aixn describes something that turned into a rock.

The letter on turns into n's10 on when it's at the end of a word.

The next letter is...

Nun (Noon) n J

|1 sounds like the letter N. Like n'o10 1> and n'oi0 on, | at the
end of a word is n'o10 .

And an animal starting with  is...

Morphology

A characteristic of the Hebrew language is
that most words are derived from a root of
3-4 consonants. Multiple words with
similar meaning are derived from the
same root.

In our example here, we have the word
J2ixn which is derived from the root jan.
Let's see some other words derived from
|aN.

Stone 12X
é-vén
Fossil |axn
mé-00-ban
Tartar (as in teeth) NN
av-nit
Examples
™) 172
Ké-lév néh-mad
Nice dog
R7¥
Ka-rish la-van
White shark
nTIT ARLY
Lé-ta-a zri-za

Literally nimble lizard (Lacerta laevis — a
lizard native to Israel)

nnaxn
Mé-00-ba-nim
Fossils
DY |7
Kén né-sha-rim
Eagles nest
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A vulture Né-shér 21}]
A vulture or eagle — wa.

Next...

mo O

This letter sounds like S. Let’s hear a couple of examples. How do
you say a horse?

Sameh (Sa-méh)

A horse Soos oio
And a crab?
A crab Sar-tan VY0

Noa, can you spell juno for us?

1970 .n'9i0 |11 ,N'Y ,U"M ;N0
Sa-méh, réish, tét, noon so-fit. Sar-tan.

Let’'s go on.

Yoy 1y ,|'Y y

A-yin, éz, a-ka-vish

Ayin (A-yin), a goat, a spider

A goat is v and a spider is wndy. |'w sounds like the letter q'2x but
comes from even deeper in the throat. It's the sound that the doctor
wants you to make when she examines your throat with a tongue
depressor. Nevertheless, in modern Hebrew you will rarely hear the
difference between qx and |'v.

79 ,x9 D

Péy, pil

Pe (Péy), an elephant

An elephant is '7'9. The letter xo has two possible sounds. The
stressed sound is similar to P like we just heard in the word '7'o.
The loose sound is similar to F like we heard in the word qiwar.
Here xo is at the end of the word and, yes, you guessed it, it's xo
n'olo.

YTIOX NIy ,'T¥ s
Tsa-di, tsi-por, tsfar-dé-a

Tsadi (Tsa-di), a bird, a frog

A bird is n19tx and a frog is yT9x. There’s no equivalent in English
for the sound of r1x. This sound is approximated by the letter
combination TS like in the word pets.

nolo 1Y is the fifth and last of the ni1'9io ninix, or terminal
letters—those letters that are written differently when they are the
last letter of a word.

Ty has another feature. If written with an apostrophe, it makes the
sound "x. For example, n'y and a7y which means the Czech
Republic and Chile, respectively.

Noa, what’s the next letter?

Examples

Goat's milk

African elephant

Green frog

Ty 7y 27N
Ha-lav shél éz

79K 7'
Pil af-ri-ka-ni

NN YTI9X
Tsfar-dé-a yé-roo-ka

XN Tiop
Ki-pod ma-tsooy

Common hedgehog

YTI9X7 [UNIN
Mi-ro-shan lits-far-dé-a

From tadpole to frog

Red fox

Nile crocodile

DTX WY
Shoo-al a-dom

qiN N
Ta-nin ha-yé-or
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Kuf (Koof) Qi P

The letter qip sounds like Q or K. Now, this is a bit strange because
we already encountered a letter that sounds like that. It was the
letter q> in its stressed form. So, you’re probably wondering why
there are two letters that sound pretty much the same. But this is no
different than English with Q, K, and even C, all sounding the same.

How about an animal that starts with qip, Noa?
A hedgehog Ki-pod Tio
A hedgehog. mio'p. That’s a prickly animal.

Okay Noa, we’re almost done, the twentieth letter is...

Resh (Réish) un -‘

wn has no identical sound in English. This one is really hard to
pronounce for English speakers, just like it's really hard for Hebrew
speakers to pronounce the English R correctly.

wn is approximated by the letter R, although it sounds quite a bit
different. wn is rolled in the back of the throat like when you gargle
salt water. Let’s see an example. Noa, how do you say tadpole in
Hebrew?

A tadpole Ro-shan lUxa
A tadpole. juxn.

Let’s move on.

Shin (Shin) Iy w

|I'w has two possible sounds. The first and more common sound is
like the letter combination SH, like in shush. The second sounds
like S in snake. You can hear this form in the word '7xaw:.

The first form of |'w, pronounced v, is called nun: 'w. The second
form of j'w, pronounced v, is called n'7xnw 'w. nn' and n'7xnY,
are the adjectives right and left, respectively.

So, we just saw an example of n'7anw 'w in the word 7x1w'. Let’s
listen to an example of nan: pPw. How do we say a fox?

A fox Shoo-al Wiy
A fox is wiw.

We come to the last letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Tav (Taf) n n

This letter sounds like the letter T. It also sounds a lot like the
Hebrew letter n'v. This makes spelling hard. How can you tell
whether to use n'v or In? One clue is that n'v is more often used in
words borrowed from other languages, like the name of the Israeli
town of nmav which was named after the roman emperor Tiberius.

Left and Right

Right I
Ya-min

Left 78NNy
Smol

|'a* and 2xnw are the nouns.
Below are their adjective forms

Right (m.) !
Yé-ma-ni

Right (f.) nan!
Yé-ma-nit

Left (m.) "INy
Sma-li

Left (f.) n'INnY
Sma-lit

nn' and n'7xnw are the feminine
form of the adjective. We use the
feminine form for n'an' Pw and
n"7xnv 'y because the letter |'w,
itself being a noun, is feminine.

Hebrew Dictionary Look Up

When you look up verbs in a Hebrew
dictionary you should use the past tense
of the verb in the third-person masculine
singular. Unlike some other languages,
you should not look up the infinitive.

For example, instead of looking for
nwY, (to play) look for pnw (he
played). Instead of 1ej'y, (to sing) look for
1Y (he sang).
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So, Noa, to finish off, how about an animal that begins in In?
An alligator Ta-nin I"an
That’s right, |"an, which means an alligator.

And with Im we come to the end of this lesson that was entirely
dedicated to the Hebrew alphabet. You can find more information in
the lesson guide that goes together with this podcast. You can
download the lesson guide from our web site at
http://hebrewpodcasts.com.

That’s it for today. In our next lesson Noa will be back. We'll learn
some new vocabulary related to school and we’ll touch on the
subject of counting and ordinal numbers.

Until then

Inixana'M pity

04 learn@hebrewpodcasts.com
© Yedwab, 2008. All rights reserved.




Hebrew Podcasts
Lesson 2 — Alphabet

Beginner Level

This lesson’s vocabulary

elephant 719 The letter Alef 97X
The letter Tsadi X lion nNx
bird 19"y The letter Bet na
frog YTI9X duck TiNa
The letter Kuf Qi The letter Gimel nn
hedgehog TIOW camel 'ma
tadpole 192§} bear auT
The letter Resh U The letter Dalet n71
fox (Y] The letter He XN
The letter Shin 'y hippo DoLISI9'N
hello ni7v The letter Vav n
The letter Tav n virus on
alligator N fly anlr
The letter Zayin I'T
pig 2'TN
The letter Het n'n
donkey ann
tuna miv
The letter Tet n'o
The letter Yud T
owl QiU
dog a'n
The letter Kaf b
shark v
lizard nNLY
The letter Lamed ™4
fossil 21NN
The letter Mem on
The letter Nun n
Noa nyn
vulture w
horse olo
The letter Sameh no
crab |v0
goat v
The letter Ayin BY
spider vy
The letter Pe N9
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Lesson 2 — Exercise

Match each animal with its Hebrew name. Draw a line between the word and the picture.

21aT Z-VOoov
(‘5 . NN ar-yeé
170 ke-lév
[N ta-nin
TI9'y7 ki-pod
7na ga-mal
TN bar-vaz
010 S00S
yTox tsfar-dé-a

79 pil

© Both the podcast and this accompanying lesson guide are copyrighted material. All rights reserved. You may not distribute
these materials without permission from the copyright owner.
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