Intermediate Level

Hebrew Podcasts
Lesson 10 — Ulpan

Hello, and welcome to Hebrew Podcasts.

In today’s lesson we’ll hear from Noa about her job teaching
Hebrew at the ulpan. An ulpan is a school for the intensive study of
Hebrew that is designed for adult new immigrants to Israel. Noa will
tell us about her students and the program.

Let’s start by listening to the entire dialog. We’'ll then go back and
examine it piece by piece.

nTN'M NXY 'Mynv ,ayn

No-a, sha-ma-ti shé-at mé-la-mé-dét
Hebrew at an ulpan. 197182 nMay
iv-rit bé-ool-pan.

Y'iEn 7w 1971k n X,

Noa, | heard that you teach

Yes, | teach in the ulpan of the
kibbutz.

Kén, a-ni mé-la-mé-dét ba-ool-pan shél ha-ki-butz.

.0MANn My 17 v

Yésh 1a-noo shmo-na mé-voo-ga-rim.

.DM"N Y1 D'YTN DYV DY

We have eight adults.

Six new immigrants and two
tourists.

Shi-sha o-lim ha-da-shim ve-shnéy ta-ya-rim.

N2y 0'I? on

Hém lom-dim iv-rit

iawa om' nw'nan

ha-mi-sha ya-mim bé-sha-voo-a.

SYUmn Ty IURY DI

Mi-yom ri-shon ad ha-mi-shi.

.0'"NY TV MInwun

Mi-shmo-né ad shta-yim.

S2'010R T AT

Zé déy in-tén-si-vi.

DNIX NTN7N DA "IN

A-ni gam mé-la-mé-dét o-tam

N8N NIRNN 7Y

al ha-tar-boot ha-yis-ra-é-lit

.NMI00'N NI

oo-ktsat his-tor-ya.

.D'UTIN NY'NMN (WN TIn'7n

Ha-li-mood nim-shah ha-mi-sha ho-da-shim.

DN7Y NNayN N

Eyh ha-iv-rit shé-la-hém

?D'wTIN NYMN NN

ah-réy ha-mi-sha ho-da-shim?

.N7NNN 0 N7 971IKN

Ha-ool-pan zé rak hat-ha-la.

,TN%7 7'wnin? 0'o"Mx DN

Hém tsri-him 1é-ham-shih lil-mod,

to read, and to speak. AT RN

lik-ro, oo-lé-da-bér.

They learn Hebrew

five days a week.

From Sunday to Thursday.
From eight to two.

It's quite intensive.

| also teach them

about the Israeli culture
and a little history.

The studying lasts five months.
How is their Hebrew

after five months?

The ulpan is only a start.

They need to continue to study,

Ulpan 971N
Ool-pan

An ulpan is a study center for Hebrew. It's
designed to teach the language and the
culture to adult new immigrants and to
build a shared identity so they can be
integrated quickly and successfully into
the society.

The ulpan was created in 1948 when a
great number of new immigrants arrived
to Israel from all over the world. These
immigrants brought different cultures,
languages and economic status and
needed to be assimilated quickly into the
Israeli state.

The modern ulpan uses advanced
methods and audio-visual aids. The ulpan
serves new immigrants for about five
months to prepare them for employment.

The Kibbutz Ulpan is a program in 15
Kibbutzim combining Hebrew language
study with living and working in the
Kibbutz. The program is tailored for young
adults of 18-28 years.

Kibbutz ynyg
Ki-boots

A Kibbutz is an Israeli collective
community that combines socialism and
Zionism in a form of practical Labor.

The main values are of shared and equal
value between all members. All members
work according to their capabilities and
get services according to their needs.
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Noa, | started by saying “I heard that you teach...” How did | say
that?

nTN'IN NNY "Myny

£21X) Sha-ma-ti shé-at me-la-mé-det
@ » the clock indicates that we pause here for you to repeat
g NN NNY "Myny

mynw means that | heard. It's short for mynw ax. We saw this
before—the form of the verb already indicates the first person so
there’s no need to say ax.

Next, nxw combines w and nk—"that” and “you” respectively.

Finally nTa'm is the feminine form of the verb to teach in the
present. You should not confuse nTn'm with ni. The former
means teaching while the latter is learning. The two verbs share a
common root. As we’ll come to appreciate in future lessons, the
concept of word roots is fundamental to Hebrew.

Noa, you told us about your class. You said “we have eight adults”.
How did you say “we have?”

£ Q nh w
(@) Yésh 1a-noo
% ny v

w' means “there is”, and n7 means “to us”, however together it
means “we have”. Let’s practice some variations. Noa, how would
we say “l have?”

2190 , L
@ Yésh li
7 e
And “you have”, speaking to a female person?
>N e
@ Yésh lah
4 17w

And “you have”, speaking to a group of males or a mixed group of
males and females or to a group of people of unspecified gender?

g/\ N ndYh wur
@ Yésh la-hém

od7 ur

So remember that whenever we talk about people without
specifying gender we’ll default to the masculine form.

On the other hand, if the group is all female, we say

1) P wr
@ Yésh 13-hén

P wr

Note the “n” sound at the end.

Finally, to say “he has”

Past Tense
to hear yinw4
to listen
Lish-mo-a
| heard _'MynY X
A-ni sha-ma-ti
You heard (m. sg.) NYNY nnx

A-ta sha-ma-ta

You heard (f. sg.) nynY nx
At sha-mat

He heard (m. sg.) ynv Xin
Hoo sha-ma

She heard (f. sg.) nynw X'
Hee sham-a

We heard nYNY 1NN

A-nah-noo sha-ma-noo

You heard (m. pl.) DNYNY DNX

A-tém sha-ma-tém

You heard (f. pl.) INYNY |NX

A-tén sha-ma-tén

They heard wnv |a/nn

Hém/hén sha-moo

NTN7N NXY "Myny X
A-ni sha-ma-ti shé-at mé-la-mé-dét
| heard that you teach
D'N2 DNXY NYNY 11NN
A-nah-noo sha-ma-noo shé-a-tém ba-im
We heard that you are coming

A note about pronunciation: The word
mynw is normally pronounced
sha-ma-ti. The more correct but less often
used pronunciation is sha-ma-a-ti.
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E219) 17w
@ Yésh lo
Z 17w

Going back to the dialog, you said “we have eight adults”

N o
@ Yésh 1a-noo shmo-na mé-voo-ga-rim

n™aian is adults. Noa wasn'’t specific about the gender of those
adults, so she just used the masculine plural form. The number has
to agree with the gender. Therefore Noa used the masculine form
of the number—nmw.

DMAIAN MInY 17 W'

DMAIAN MINY N7 w!

Noa, we also heard that six of your students are new immigrants.
Let’s here that part.

£19) D'YUTN DY Y'Y
@ Shi-sha o-lim ha-da-shim

D'YUTn D'71Y NWU'Y

The word for immigrants is n*71y. This is the plural form. And the
word for new is n'wTn. SO hew immigrants are n'wTn n'71y.

Noa, how do you say it in singular? A new immigrant

€> Q wTn N7y
@ O-1é ha-dash

% wTn N1y
And for a female new immigrant
5/\ ) AYTN D71y
@ O-la ha-da-sha

% nYTN D71y

The other two students are tourists.
1) . D" "n
@ Ta-ya-rim
2 D"'"'n

And in singular, how do you say a male tourist and a female tourist

19 LRI TRTE )
(@) Ta-yar vé-ta-yé-rét

na'nitn

Next we heard that you teach five days a week, from Sunday to
Thursday. In Israel, the work week begins in Sunday, and the
weekend is Friday and Saturday.

Sunday is nuxn oy, and Thursday is 'wn ore. You can find all the
days of the week in the lesson guide.

In the dialog we heard “from Sunday to Thursday”

§ ‘{) 'Yy'mn Ty [IYXRY DI'n
@ Mi-yom ri-shon ad ha-mi-shi

'U'n Ty [IYXT DI'n

Days of the week

Sunday [lwx or
Yom ri-shon

Monday nw or
Yom shé-ni

Tuesday wiv o
Yom shli-shi

Wednesday 1y o
Yom ré-vi-ee

Thursday 'w'nn or
Yom ha-mi-shi

Friday WY or
Yom shi-shi

Saturday nav oI ,nav
Yom sha-bat

Note that the days of the week are named
using ordinal numbers, except for
Saturday. For more information on ordinal
numbers please see lesson 3.
[lUXY DI '7'NNn yiawn
Ha-sha-voo-a mat-hil bé-yom ri-shon
The week begins on Sunday
NAW1 N2 yiavn
Ha-sha-voo-a nig-mar bé-sha-bat
The week end on Saturday

Till, until, up to, to TV
Ad
?mn Ty
Ad ma-tay?
Until when?
oI'n Qlo TV

Ad sof ha-yom
Until the end of the day
awan Ty 17
Léh ad ha-gé-shér
Go up to the bridge
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From...to is Tv...n. We heard another use of this when you said
“from eight to two”

e
@ Mi-shmo-né ad shta-yim

Studying Hebrew five days a week from eight to two is quite
intensive. Let's hear how you said “it's quite intensive”. The word
for “it's” is

5@ zé "

And the word for quite is

& - "

Don’t confuse it with the word 1 which means enough. 1T means
quite. Finally the word for intensive is

> N 12'0102'X
@ In-tén-si-vi

DNV TY NMinUn

DNV TY NMinUn

2'010VX'X

So the entire sentence “it's quite intensive” was

N
@ Zé déy in-tén-si-vi

The ulpan is an immersive program. Noa explained that she also
teaches her student about the Israeli culture and a little history.
Let’s hear that in two parts. “About the Israeli culture”

@ Al ha-tar-boot ha-yis-ra-é-lit

“And a little history”

R
@ Vé-ktsat his-tor-ya

1” is “and”. nxp means “a little”.

"A'01VX'X 'T NT

"2A'01VX'X 'T NT

N"INIY'N NINA Y

N"INY NIANA Y

n"MIvo«a nxpl

n"vo' nxypl

The ulpan program is of 500 hours. It lasts five months. | was
wondering how well the students did after five months of ulpan. |
asked “how is their Hebrew”

@ Eyh ha-iv-rit shé-la-hém

The word for their or theirs is npn"w. Let’'s see some variations. To
ask about myself “how is my Hebrew”

DA7Y NMayn 'R

DN7Y N"M2YN 'R

On, about v
Al

v 7 Tl ax
A-ni lo-méd al yis-ra-él
| learn about Israel
N"7XY' NN 7y n'm 70
Tal-ya mé-la-mé-dét al ha-tar-boot
ha-yis-ra-é-lit
Talia teaches about the Israeli culture
In'21wn 72y 1900
Ha-sé-fér al ha-shool-han
The book is on the table

A bit, a little, nxyp
some
Ktsat

AMIVO NX TNI? X
A-ni lo-méd ktsat his-tor-ya
| learn a little history
N2 N' N¥p NnY ayn
No-a sa-ma ktsat mé-lah ba-ma-rak
Noa puts a bit of salt in the soup
DMIY'Y N¥p " Ut
Yésh li ktsat shi-oo-rim
| have some homework

It nT
This (masculine)
zé

1210102'X 'T AT
Zé déy in-tén-si-vi
It's quite intensive
nMay Tin%? 10 at
Zé tov lil-mod iv-rit
It's good to study Hebrew
AT NN X N
A-ni tsa-rih ét zé
I need it (or | need that)
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2w nmaya IR

V)
%,

@ Eyh ha-iv-rit shé-li?
4 2% nMayn N

And if | wanted to ask you, Noa, how is your English, | would ask

77" n'aRn X

W)
%,

@ Eyh ha-an-glit shé-lah?
4 2779 N™2RN 'R

Noa, you answered that studying in the ulpan is merely the
beginning, it provides the basis, but the students need to continue
to learn, read, and speak.

How did you say “they need”?

1) D'>"¥ DN
(@) Hém tsri-him
s D'"Y DN

oMY is plural. In singular it's 9. This is a very versatile word
that could mean need, should, have to, or must. Next, we heard
four verbs. Let’s take them one at a time. To continue is

1) Y'wnnY
(@) Lé-ham-shih

J'wnnY
To learn is
£ f\j TInY?Y
@ Lil-mod
2 TinY4y
Toread is

£ Q NP7
@ Lik-ro
2 XN

And “to speak” is

€> Q 1T
@ Lé-da-bér
Z MY

All four verbs are in their infinitive form. It means that they don’t
vary by time, gender or plurality. They simply describe the action of
the verb.

So, to conclude Noa, let's hear how you said “they need to continue
to study, to read, and to speak”

1) 127171 ,8027 ,TIN%7 'wna? DDMX D
(@) Hém tsri-him 1&-ham-shih lil-mod, lik-ro, oo-lé-da-bér
s 11T ,8NE7 , TN 'wna? DY DN

For a complete transcript and explanation of today’s dialog and for
additional information please refer to the lesson guide
downloadable from our website at http://hebrewpodcasts.com.

After NN
Ah-réy

aYmn "NX DAY NNava 'R
?0'wUTIn

Eyh ha-iv-rit shé-1a-hém ah-réy
ha-mi-sha ho-da-shim?
How is their Hebrew after five months?
7NN "INX V700 NX "DIN X
A-ni 0-hél ét ha-sa-lat ah-réy ha-ma-rak
| eat the salad after the soup
wnn "NNX '7'NNn gnuna
Ha-mis-hak mat-hil ah-réy ha-mésh
The game begins after five

Of, of the A W 1 1]
Shél, shél ha

a7 7w e
Yé-roo-sha-la-yim shél za-hav
Jerusalem of gold
aX19 7Y DU'0N2IIND
Ha-o-ni-vér-si-ta shél prag
The University of Prague
yia'gn 7w 190n na
Béit ha-sé-fér shél ha-ki-boots
The school of the kibbutz
oI'n v qion
Ha-sof shél ha-yom
The end of the day
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Before we end our lesson, let’s listen again to the entire dialog.
We'll pause after each line for you to repeat it out loud.

That’s it for today! Until next time
'Aaxan oyoa nixnn DIty

'Axan oyoa niIxaNaY?

NTA'M DRY 'AYNY ,nyi
9N N

Y1AFD 7Y 19712 NTA'M X |2

.07 Miny 17 V!

DA Y] DTN DIV WY

N 0 TRI7 0N
yiaga om! nynn
1gmn T YN Ditn
D'AY TY Minyn
S2101IN T NT

DNIX NTA77 DA ¥
N7 NAYRD Y
NNie'N NYH

0'YTN NYNN qYn1 ™A%
DN7¢ NN 'R
?0'Y TN AYnn "INX
N70ND 71 0T [9HND
,TN77 '¥nn? DY DN
D2TH LN

Present Tense

to last wn'a
to go on

This verb is not used for speaking about
people and therefore it is only used in the
third person.

.D'YTIN AY'MN qwn Tin'7n
Ha-li-mood nim-shah ha-mi-sha
ho-da-shim.
The studying lasts five months.
(The noun 7 is masculine)
D'>YUN1 D"NN
Ha-ha-yim nim-sha-him
Life goes on
(The noun nn is plural and masculine)
NdWN na'ann
Ha-ha-gi-ga nim-shé-hét
The party goes on
(The noun naran is feminine)

Transcription

We'll use transcription in our lesson
guides to help you read new Hebrew
words. You should read the transcription
as if it was English. We'll use hyphens to
help the pronunciation. We'll use é and a
to better approximate the Hebrew sounds.
You should pronounce those as you
would in French. Are you familiar with the
expression déja vu, or the word résumé?
If so, then you should pronounce these
two accents accordingly. Otherwise,
pronounce € like the e in let and
pronounce & like the a in bark or the u
in up.

Finally we'll use h (the letter h with an
underscore) to denote the sound of the
letter Het (n) or the loose version of the
letter Kaf (2). You should refer to lesson 2
to hear this sound.
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This lesson’s vocabulary

need (pl.)
kibbutz

little

Sunday, first
only

week

Six

theirs

eight

| heard

two

two

tourists
Israeli culture

oMY
'y
nyp
[LU2Q]
hal
vy
h171Y]
Dn7v
Miny
myny
ny
DNy
DN

N'"INY' NN

ulpan, studio
them

after

how
intensive

|

you (fem.)
also

quite

the

history

they

start, beginning
and

it, this, that
new (pl.)
months

five
Thursday, fifth
day

days

yes

to speak

to continue
learn (pl.)
studying

to study

to read

from

adults

teach (fem.)
Noa

lasts
Hebrew

to, until

new immigrants
about, on

971X
DNIX
"MNX
N
1210102'X
N

NN

DA

L |

|
nMIvoN
DN
n7nnn
ol

hig
D'YUTn
D'YUTIN
nvmn
'wmn
or

om:'

b

1aT?
T'wnnY
oIy
Tin'
Tin%%?
N7
..n
D"MaIin
n'm
nyvn
qwn
nnay
TV
n'71y
v
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Lesson 10 — Exercises

Match each sentence with its Hebrew translation. Then draw a line to connect them.

Monday [lwx1 or
Yom ri-shon

Tuesday ny or
Yom shé-ni

Sunday wiv or
Yom shli-shi

Saturday i1 or
Yom ré-vi-ee

Wednesday 'w'mn or
Yom ha-mi-shi

Thursday Wy o
Yom shi-shi

Friday nawv or
Yom sha-bat

Put the correct word in each space. Pick from the list of words that’s on the left.

ho-da-shim D'YUTIN J971xa X .1
A-ni bé-ool-pan.
3-ni NN I teach in an ulpan.
, Jiwa nwmn .2
- 1 ——————
yomi-shon [1ox ot Ha-mi-sha bé-sha-voo-a.
Five days a week.

mé-la-mé-dét nm'n
. nY'mnn qunl Tin'7n .3
ya-mim om: Ha-li-mood nim-shah ha-mi-sha
The studying lasts five months months.
tsri-him o'n"x
- TN 1'wnaY on .4
Hém &-ham-shih lil-mod.
They need to continue to study.

.NT NN X 5
tsa-rih ét zé.
I need it.
a '7'nnn yiawn.6
Ha-sha-voo-a mat-hil bé
The week begins on Sunday.
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